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INTRODUCTION 

This document is the draft scope of the issues and analyses to be included in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Brookhaven Calabro OTRPRP, and Associated 
Clearing/Planting, Security Fencing and Drainage Structure Installation project. The Town of
Brookhaven in cooperation with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is proposing to improve 
the Brookhaven Calabro Municipal Airport by the removal of tree obstructions in order to obtain FAA 
grant approval of compliance with the Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) under Part 77, Safe, 
Efficient Use, and Preservation of the Navigable Airspace, approach and transitional surfaces, and 
FAA Order 8260.3B, United States Standard for Terminal Instrument Procedures (TERPS), departure 
surface for instrument aircraft operations at the airport. In addition, a perimeter security road and 
associated fencing, tree plantings and drainage improvements are proposed in conformance with 
FAA’s safety initiatives for reducing the number and severity of runway incursions.   

The Brookhaven Calabro Municipal Airport is located in Suffolk County, Long Island, New York in 
the south-central portion of the Town of Brookhaven generally to the northeast of the intersection of
William Floyd Parkway and NYS Route 27.  The facility address is 135 Dawn Drive in the hamlet of
Shirley.  The geographic location of the airport is latitude 40 49’00” North, longitude 72 51’45” West. 

The DEIS has been required by the Brookhaven Town Board, as Lead Agency pursuant to the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA).  The Town of Brookhaven, as lead agency, finds that a 
DEIS is needed to address potential significant adverse environmental issues, and issued a Positive 
Declaration on May 20, 2013 and has elected to conduct formal scoping pursuant to 6 NYCRR §617.8 
and 17 NYCRR §15.7(d).   





BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

Background The project was originally envisioned to have two phases.  In 2008 the Town of 
Brookhaven Town Board, as lead agency, issued a Negative Declaration that determined that the 
Phase I Obstruction Removal at Calabro Airport will not have a significant adverse environmental 
impact.  Phase I involved the removal of trees and vegetation on approximately 36 acres and the 
grading and seeding of the cleared area in order to remove flight obstructions for runways 6, 15, and 
33 and was completed as proposed.    

Phase II involved further obstruction removal at the airport and a Negative Declaration for this phase 
was issued by the Town Board on December 21, 2010; this determination of significance was later 
challenged in court. On July 1, 2011, the State of New York Supreme Court of Suffolk County, Judge 
Thomas F. Whelan rendered a decision in the matter entitled Keenan v. Town of Brookhaven, finding 
that the Town Board of the Town of Brookhaven did not properly comply with SEQRA requirements 
pertaining to the project.  The project then evolved into the proposed Phase III action involving the 
obstruction removal and perimeter road as well as associated clearing and planting, and installation of 
security fencing and drainage improvements.  This is the Phase III project that is the subject of this 
Draft Scope.    

On August 16, 2011, the Town Board rescinded the December 21, 2010 Negative Declaration and 
adopted a Negative Declaration for this project phase on August 16, 2011; however, this 
determination was challenged.    

On January 31, 2012, Justice Whelan of the New York State Supreme Court Suffolk County issued a 
stay from undertaking any action or work within the contemplation of the Town Board’s August 16, 
2011 Negative Declaration pending its completion of proper environmental review [Supreme Court – 
State of New York, Index No. 37026-11].  The Town has determined to undertake a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement; this document provides the intended Draft Scope of that document. 

Project Description The Proposed Action is comprised of two parts: Obstruction Removal and 
Perimeter Road/Security Fencing Installation as described below:    

This phase includes a proposal to clear 3 acres of trees, top 7 acres of trees, plant 750 trees, topsoil 
and seed 3 acres, and install 2 stormwater leaching basins.  Additionally, a perimeter road and fencing 
will be installed around the airport.  A total of 20.5 acres of trees will be removed and the underlying 
land will be graded.  A total of 13.2 acres of paved road will be installed in the area that was cleared.  
Graded areas that are not paved will be seeded and drainage structures will be installed.    

Obstruction removal is needed in order to protect public safety and preserve the existing published 
instrument arrival and departure procedures.  The Proposed Action is a safety maintenance project to 
remove or top trees that penetrate either the approach surface and associated transitional surface or the 
departure surface. Under the provisions of FAR Part 77,  



trees that penetrate the approach or departure surface are considered obstructions which can adversely 
affect the navigable airspace.  The approach surface and associated transitional surface are defined 
under the provisions of FAR Part 77.19, Civil Airport Imaginary Surfaces.  The departure surface is 
defined under the provisions of FAA Order 8260.3B, United States Standard for Terminal Instrument 
Procedures (TERPS) and FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13, Airport Design, Appendix 2, Runway 
End Siting Requirements.  These provisions, together with Federal grant obligations noted below 
require the Town of Brookhaven, as Airport Owner, to remove, relocate or lower (or both relocate and 
lower) objects to preclude their penetration of the approach surface and associated transitional surface 
and departure surface unless an object is fixed by function (e.g., a navigational aid) and/or the object is 
designated to be impractical to remove, relocate or lower.  The approach surface and departure surface 
applies to runways being used or planned for instrument arrivals and departures.  In addition, in 
accepting FAA Airport Improvement Program funds for the Airport, there is an understanding 
between the Town of Brookhaven and the FAA that the Town will take appropriate action to assure 
that the airspace required to protect instrument and visual operations to the Airport will be adequately 
cleared and protected (Grant Assurance).  The FAA supports the Town achieving the desired goals of 
obstructions removal at the airport.  

Installation of the perimeter road and fencing is recommended and encouraged by the FAA to meet 
Transportation Security Administration (TSA) standards.  The new fence will prevent wildlife from 
entering the airport grounds, will provide security in terms of limiting unauthorized access and will 
decrease the potential for runway incursions by providing alternative internal circulation.  The new 
road will also allow access for fence maintenance and will facilitate responding to emergencies 
without vehicles having to cross runways and drive across airport grounds.  

All construction traffic associated with the project will utilize William Floyd Parkway.  The project 
will have no vehicle access onto any local roadways.  In this way, the potential for adverse impacts on 
conditions at local intersections and on local roadways would be minimized.    

The property is located in the following service/districts:  

• William Floyd Union Free School District No. 32  
• Longwood Central School District  
• South Manor Union Free School District  
• Brookhaven Fire District  
• Mastic Fire District  
• Manorville Fire District  
• Shirley Postal District
• Suffolk County Water Authority  
• Suffolk County Police Departments 6

th
 Precinct

• Long Island Power Authority and Brooklyn Union Gas  

Project Approvals and SEQRA Process The DEIS will be the subject of a public comment period of at 
least 30 days and a public hearing.  The period for written comments will extend 10 days after the 
close of the DEIS hearing.  



Comments will be reviewed and addressed in a Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS); this 
document will list all substantial comments and will provide a response.  Once the FEIS is accepted 
by the Town Board, a 10 day consideration will be provided, after which the Town Board will adopt a 
Statement of Findings and a decision on the project.    

Several agencies have involvement in the project and will be included as involved agencies under
SEQRA:  

• Federal Aviation Administration (previously authorized funding)  
• Suffolk County Department of Public Works (Highway Work Permit)
• Town of Brookhaven Department of Planning, Environment & Land Management (Tree 
Clearing Permit; previously issued)

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT ADVERSE IMPACTS

The following is a description of the potential significant adverse impacts which may occur as a result
of the proposed project.  

1 Change in surface grades and soil profiles of the site and site conditions related to soil quality as a 
result of perimeter road grading.
2 Potential drainage impacts related to perimeter road installation.  
3 Change in the ecological character of the subject site and impact on flora and fauna.  
4 Emissions from the tree cutting and trimming equipment (chain saws and hoists), as well as any 
chipping or hauling equipment used in the Proposed Action would temporarily increase noise and air 
emissions.  
5 Potential impact on adjoining land use.   
6 Change in the visual quality of the subject site as viewed from the William Floyd Parkway 
corridor and surrounding public lands, roads and neighborhoods.  
7 Potential impacts associated with noise as related to homes in the area.  

EXTENT AND QUALITY OF INFORMATION AND 
PRELIMINARY IDENTIFICATION OF MITIGATION MEASURES

COVER SHEET
The cover sheet to the document will include the following information:  

• Statement identifying that the document is a Draft Environmental Impact Statement  
• Date submitted  
• Name and location of the project  
• The Town of Brookhaven Town Board will be identified as the Lead Agency for the project 
and the name and telephone number of the Lead Agency contact will also be provided.  
• The name and address of the project sponsor as well as the name and address of a contact 
person representing the project sponsor.  
• The name and address of the primary preparer as well as contact name and telephone number. 
• Date of acceptance of the DEIS (to be inserted later)  
• Deadline by which comments on the DEIS are due (to be inserted later)  
• Listing of all involved and interested agencies Town and County officials, consultants to 
whom copies of the DEIS and supporting materials will be distributed.  








