
As your Councilwoman, I hear from residents every day about 
a wide range of issues from road paving to the environment, but 
not a day goes by without someone emailing, calling or asking 
me about taxes. And, why not? You work hard for your money, 
and it’s my job to make sure it is spent wisely. 

Every year, I look very closely at my tax bill, and so should you 
because it tells you just how your tax dollar is divided up. To give 
you a good idea about where your money goes, we’ve created a 
pie chart that shows the average distribution of taxes. You’ll see 
that only 6.2% goes to the Town to provide all the services that 

you expect from your local government, especially 
those that help improve your quality of life. I am 
very proud of my record of holding the line on 
taxes while supporting services such as senior and 
youth programs, litter and graffiti clean ups and 
zombie house demolitions, as well as leading the 
fight against illegal housing. 

I am also happy to report that by embracing 
advanced technology, the Town has developed 
new systems in our Building and Highway 
departments that address your needs in a more 
resident-friendly and cost-efficient way, saving 
time and money.

Finally, as the summer winds down to fall and we look forward to the year ahead, I 
will continue to serve the residents of Council District 2 as I have always done, by 
making you and your neighborhood my number one priority.

The Town will save $7.15 million over the next decade through a major bond refinancing.  The 11-year 
bonds, which were originally issued in 2008 and 2010 to finance Town-wide improvements including parks, 
the landfill, roads, town facilities, and historic/open space preservation, were 
sold at an interest rate of 1.65%, replacing the original bonds with rates of 
over four percent. In addition to refinancing the bonds, the Town paid down 
$2.7 million of the outstanding principal due on these bonds.  Paying down 
a portion of the debt on the old bonds resulted in recurring interest cost 
savings to support future budgets. 

Unlike many other municipalities that are struggling fiscally, Brookhaven’s finances are getting stronger. I am 
very proud to have played a role with the finance team to help save Brookhaven taxpayers millions of dollars 
and I look forward to working with them in the year ahead to build on the success we have achieved.

Earlier this year, Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings re-affirmed their AAA Credit Rating and Stable Outlook on the 
Town of Brookhaven’s General Obligation bonds. The AAA rating, the highest designation that the agency issues, 
signifies that Brookhaven’s fiscal position has an “extremely strong capacity to meet financial commitments.”   
A municipality’s credit rating is an important and reliable indicator of its fiscal health determined by independent 
and objective fiscal monitors. 
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8th Annual Polar Plunge

November 18, 2017 
Cedar Beach in Mount Sinai
Registration Begins at 9am

Plunge at 12:00 noon
www.polarplunge.org/Brookhaven

Residents can complete the online 
contact forms, notifying Traffic Safety 
of:

• Reports of downed street signs
• Requests for a new traffic signals, 

pavement markings, guide rails,  
and signage 

Learn about upcoming events:

• Child safety seat checks 
• Bicycle rodeos
• Defensive driving classes 
• Teen driver safety events

www.brookhavenny.gov/TSContact

Traffic Safety 
Online Contact Form

E-waste
Paper Shredding
Drug Take Back

October 28
9am to 1pm
Rose Caracappa
Senior Center

739 Route 25A in Mt. Sinai

Recycle Event

A higher credit rating 
saves money on 

borrowing in the form 
of lower interest costs.  

New Enhancements to the 
Town’s Building Division 
website Improve Services, 

Save Time and Money! 

Online... Not In Line

Renew Permits online and save 
10% on permit fees

Renew House Rental Licenses

Search Accessory Apartment 
Rental Licenses online

Make reservations online for 
appointments with the Building 
Division

www.brookhavenny.gov/building

•

•
•

•



If you would like to receive updates from our office on a more regular basis please send us your e-mail address 
and we will be happy to keep you informed: councilwomanbonner@brookhavenny.gov

New Roads for Rocky Point
Rocky Point residents can drive again with 
confidence knowing that the roads are much 
safer now that they are repaved and drainage is 
improved. I thank Superintendent Losquadro and 
the Highway Department for the important work 
they do in my district and throughout the Town. 
This 16-road paving project in a residential Rocky 
Point neighborhood did not involve any concrete 
work, but 45 drains were repaired or replaced 
before the milling and paving of the roadways.

Open Space in Miller Place

The Town of Brookhaven and Suffolk County  
closed on the purchase of property for open 
space known as Cordwood Landing in Miller 
Place this past May.  Cordwood Landing is 
an undeveloped parcel totaling 5.5 acres and 
consisting of successional forest that grew 
after historical farming practices ceased. It is a 
very important acquisition that preserves open 
space and protects a crucial wildlife habitat for 
generations to come. I’ve worked long and hard 
with our Law Department and Suffolk County 
to bring this to fruition, and I am very pleased 
that the Brookhaven Town Board supported me 
to help get it done.

Celebrating Community Accomplishments
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Councilwoman Bonner (right) joined more than 
70 Mount Sinai High School students at Cedar 
Beach to lend a hand during the Environmental 
Outreach Club’s beach clean-up. The event was 
coordinated by David Chase (left), Director of 
the Coastal Steward Marine Education Program. 

Councilwoman Bonner and Town Clerk 
Donna Lent were on hand for the Grand 
Opening of the Suffolk County Associa-
tion for Habilitation and Residential Care 
(AHRC) Sensory Garden in Shoreham. For 
more information about the Suffolk County 
AHRC, visit www.ahrcsuffolk.org

Councilwoman Bonner joined in celebrating the 
Grand Opening of New U Fitness and Physical 
Therapy Center at the Pine Plaza Shopping 
Center. 

Councilwoman Bonner attended the 20th 
Annual Rocky Point Historical Society Tea 
at the Rocky Point VFW Post 6249. Pictured 
are Councilwoman Jane Bonner, President 
Theodore Roosevelt (Jim Foote), and Rocky 
Point Historical Society President Natalie 
Aurucci Stiefel. 

Councilwoman Bonner attended the 
Sound Beach Civic Association’s Veterans 
Day Memorial Service held at the 
Sound Beach Memorial. Pictured with 
Councilwoman Bonner are Vietnam 
veterans Kevin McKeown and Bob Pardo 
(standing) and World War II Veteran Buzz 
Driscoll (seated).

The Town of Brookhaven 
demolished the long vacant 
Ridge Motel East located at 1019 
Middle Country Road (Route 25). 
The motel had been vacant for 
many years and was being used 
by squatters and others involved 
in illegal activities. When vacant 
buildings are left to deteriorate 
as much as these have, it’s just 
a matter of time before they 
attract a bad element and the 
community suffers. I’m glad that 
we were finally able to clean up 
this property and hope it remains 
open space for a very long time.

Councilmembers Bonner and 
Loguercio were at 48 Avon Lane 
in Middle Island as the Town 
demolished an abandoned 
“zombie house.” The fire 
damaged home, vacant for 
nearly eight years, had become 
a home to squatters. The 
house was also the source of 
resident complaints leading to 
numerous Town of Brookhaven 
housing code violations. The 
cost of demolition and debris 
removal is the responsibility 
of the property owner, and 
the Town places a lien on the 
property that is then placed on 
the tax bill. 

Check Out Time for 
the Ridge Motel

Zombie Home Demo in 
Middle Island

The Hope Walk for Addiction event raised $35,573 to benefit Hope 
House Ministries in Port Jefferson for the work that they do to 
help fight drug and alcohol abuse. The walk/rally, held at the Cedar 
Beach Nature Walk in Mount Sinai on April 24th, was organized by 
Bill Reitzig, in memory of his son Billy who tragically passed away 
from a first time heroin overdose at 25 years young. The Hope Walk 
for Addiction, which was attended by nearly 700 people despite 
inclement weather, was an effort to generate awareness, provide 
education and raise funds for individuals and families affected by 
addiction.  For more information about Hope House Ministries and 
to donate, go to www.hhm.org or call 631-473-8796.

The 3rd Annual Jake Engel “Hoops for Hope Barbecue” 
and basketball tournament at Cedar Beach in Mount 
Sinai on August 4th raised a record-breaking $10,000, 
more than double of what was raised last year. The 
“Hoops for Hope” fundraiser was established in 2015 
after Jake Engel’s death from a heroin overdose. The 
event brought together hundreds of people from the 
community to help fight heroin addiction, raise money 
for a scholarship in Jake Engel’s name, and to help fund 
Hope House Ministries. To learn more about the Hoops 
for Hope Barbecue visit www.hoopsforhopebbq.org.

Hoops for Hope Hope Walk for Addiction

  Raising Awareness...

  Cleaning up Communities...


