
Superintendent Losquadro and Councilwoman Bonner Improve Pedestrian Safety
on Echo Avenue in Sound Beach
pos ted on 3/1/2016 2:52:00 PM

Farmingville, NY – Brookhaven Town H ighway Superintendent Daniel
P .  Losquadro  and  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner  announced  the
completion of a revitalization projec t des igned to enhance pedes trian
safety  and  beautify  a  busy  s tretch  of Echo  A venue  between North
C ountry Road and New York A venue in Sound Beach. The downtown
projec t,  which  inc luded  the  addition  of  handicap-access ible
s idewalks , new curbs  and guiderails , c rosswalks , decorative lighting
and ornamental trees , was  made poss ible, in part, from a C ommunity
Development Block Grant (C DBG).

With C DBG funding covering a portion of the projec t, the Brookhaven
Highway  Department went  out  to  bid for the  projec t. The  total  cos t

was  approximately $500,000, inc luding the C DBG grant in the amount of approximately $110,000.

“The  completion  of  this  projec t  is  another  example  of  the  H ighway  Department’s  continuing  efforts  to  bring  a
downtown feel  to  one  of our Brookhaven communities , s imilar to  what  we  had done  in Rocky  P oint  in  2014,” said
Superintendent Losquadro. “In addition to beautifying the area, this  projec t provided long-term solutions  to many of
the safety concerns  voiced by local res idents  and bus iness  owners .”

A s  part of this  three-month revitalization projec t, a four-foot wide s idewalk was  cons truc ted on the north s ide of Echo
A venue, beginning at  North C ountry  Road. A  c rosswalk  was  ins talled  at  the  corner of Devon Road, near C aramia
P izzeria, ac ross  Echo A venue to connec t the s idewalks  that continue to New York A venue. In addition, the triangle at
the Shinnecock Drive and Echo A venue intersec tion—the s ite of the Sound Beach C ivic  O rganization’s  “Welcome to
Sound Beach” s ign—was  expanded to provide an entryway to the community.

"Walkable communities  can only happen if pedes trians  feel safe and the s treetscapes  that they travel are pleasant
and inviting,"  said C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner. "I  commend Superintendent Losquadro and the H ighway Department
for their efforts  to improve the quality of life for the res idents  of Sound Beach and in communities  ac ross  Brookhaven
Town. I  look forward to working with him on s imilar projec ts  in the future."

Bea  Ruberto, pres ident  of the  Sound Beach C ivic  O rganization, said, “The  improvements  to  this  roadway  have  not
only  made  it  better for res idents  to  walk  and  drive, but  have  also  made  it  more  welcoming  to  those  entering  our
hamlet. We’re  so grateful  to Jane, Dan, and the Town for realizing that smaller towns  like Sound Beach add to what
makes  Brookhaven such a great place to live, work, and play. A nd, of course, we look forward to further improvements
in our little hamlet.”
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