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April 2, 2012
Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Mark Lesko and C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner have announced that the Help the A nimals
Fund, the  Town's  independent  501  (c )(3)  charitable  organization, has  been  awarded  a  $10,000  grant  from  the
PETC O  Foundation to spay and neuter feral cats  and provide services  for a T rap-Neuter-Release (TNR) program.

"I  thank the PETC O  Foundation for this  generous  grant so we can continue to humanely control the population of feral
cats  in the Town,"  said Supervisor Mark Lesko, "Dori  Scofield and the s taff at the A nimal Shelter do a great job by
educating res idents  and generating awareness  about the importance of spaying and neutering and this  grant will help
them take care of many more animals ."

C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner, who serves  as  Town C ounc il L iaison to the A nimal Shelter said, "When I  set up the Help
the A nimals  Fund, we antic ipated that public /private partnerships  would provide a large part of the funding. I  would
like to thank A nimal Shelter Direc tor Dori Scofield for her efforts  in writing the grant application."

T rap-Neuter-Release  (TNR) is  a  humane  method  of trapping  feral  animal  (mainly  cats ) us ing  humane  traps , then
neutering them, and releas ing them back  to the  same environment. In many cases , the  animals  are  also sc reened
and vacc inated for diseases  like rabies . The animals  are then marked to identify them as  spayed or neutered. TNR is
cons idered a humane form of animal control and has  been found to be effec tive in reduc ing feral cat populations .

The Brookhaven Town A nimal  Shelter has  been very  progress ive  in launching programs  to inc rease adoption rates
and pet retention and get animals  spayed and neutered, espec ially  focus ing on the large population of P it Bulls  and
P it M ixes  at the A nimal Shelter.

The  Help  the  A nimals  Fund  is  an  affiliate  of the  Town of Brookhaven A nimal  Shelter  and  A doption  C enter. Their
miss ion is  to prevent c ruelty to animals  and to provide s ick, neglec ted and injured s tray animals  at the Brookhaven
A nimal  Shelter  the  much  needed  and  deserved  medical  care  that  they  would  otherwise  not  receive. This  fund  is
supported 100% by voluntary donations , which are tax deduc tible.

The A nimal Shelter is  open Monday through Friday from 10:00  a.m. to 4:00  p.m., Saturday from 10:00  a.m. to 4:00
p.m. and  Sunday  from 12:00  p.m. to  4:00  p.m. I t  is  located  at  300  Horseblock  Road  in  Brookhaven, New York,
11719. For more  information, call  the  Brookhaven A nimal  Shelter and A doption C enter at  631-286-4940  or vis it
www.brookhaven.org/animalshelter.
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