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FARMINGVILLE, NY  - Brookhaven  Town  C ounc il  Members  Keith  Romaine  and  Jane  Bonner  are  co-sponsoring  a
resolution to  have  the  Town of Brookhaven join the  Towns  of Eas t  Hampton, Southampton and Shelter Is land in a
lawsuit oppos ing New York State's  new marine fishing license.

"I  am opposed to the fishing tax,"  said C ounc ilman Keith Romaine, "and will  have the Town of Brookhaven join the
Eas t End townships  in their court case to oppose this  intrus ion into regulation of local waters  by Town T rus tees ."

The new regulation went into effec t at the beginning of this  month, mandating a s tate license for the firs t time ever on
saltwater fishing. A s  of O c tober 1 , 2009, anyone 16  years  of age and older wishing to fish in the marine and coas tal
dis tric t  must  have  a  rec reational  marine  fishing  license,  according  to  the  New  York  State  Department  of
Environmental C onservation.

However, because  of a  lawsuit  brought by  three  Eas t  End towns  based upon the  Dongan P atent and a  subsequent
temporary  res training  order, the  license  is  currently  not  enforceable  in  Southampton, Eas t  Hampton, and  Shelter
Is land. C ounc il  members  Romaine and Bonner are introduc ing their resolution to have Brookhaven join this  lawsuit,
based on the P atent is sued to Brookhaven by C olonial Governor Thomas  Dongan.

"This  new 'license' is  nothing more than a hidden tax des igned to raise $4  million to plug the gaping hole in Governor
P aterson's  s tate budget on the backs  of our res idents  and their families ," said C ounc ilwoman Bonner.

The Dongan P atent for the Town of Brookhaven, is sued by Governor Dongan, is  the his toric  and legal document that
provided the  foundation for Brookhaven Town government. Issued in 1686, it  granted the  rights  to  all  waterways ,
ponds , s treams, brooks , wetlands , rivers  and  other es tuaries , as  trus tees  for the  early  settlers  and  for res idents
today. To  this  day, the  Dongan P atent  is  used  to  resolve  many  legal  ques tions  involving  preservation  of natural
resources  and our underground water supply, as  well as  the free and common usage of our waterways .

Romaine and Bonner's  resolution will  be introduced to the Town Board at their O c tober 8  work sess ion, and will  be
voted upon at the O c tober 13  Town Board meeting.

Division of  Public Information * Off ice of  the Town Council
O ne Independence H ill • Farmingville • NY  11738 • P hone (631) 451-6595 • Fax (631) 451-6258


