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Farmingville, NY – Monday, January 16, was  the firs t annual Martin Luther King Day of Service Luncheon for the Town
of Brookhaven. A t the reques t of Supervisor Edward Romaine, Town C ounc ilmember V alerie C artright and Marvin L.
C olson, C linical A ssoc iate P rofessor at the School of Soc ial Welfare of Stony Brook Univers ity organized the day of
service and reflec tion befitting the legacy of Dr. King.

P lanning committee members , Brookhaven Town s taff and community res idents  coalesced in the spirit of Dr. King’s
vis ion, bringing together nearly  300  individuals  inc luding many  c lergy  members , c ivic  and chambers  of commerce
leaders  as  well as  church groups  from ac ross  the Town. The luncheon, held at the M ill P ond C ountry C lub in Medford,
was  followed by service projec t ac tivities . P artic ipants  packed over 400 hygiene kits  for families  living in

poverty in the United States  and around the world, or to be used to aid vic tims  of natural disas ters . O ther projec ts
inc luded letters  written to U .S. military veterans , educational ac tivities  about Dr. King, songs  by Sweet Melody Mus ic
Studio Inc ., speeches  interpreting Dr. King's  philosophies , danc ing, poetry and s torytelling. Event sponsors  inc luded:
EO C  Suffolk, Stony Brook Univers ity, P eggy Foy, Esq. and Faith Baptis t C hurch.

Supervisor Romaine said, "I t was  important that Brookhaven Town acknowledge the leadership and accomplishments
of such a great A merican. I t was  our firs t Martin Luther King Jr. Luncheon and we hope to continue this  tradition for
many years  to come. I  commend the committee and the co-chairs , C ounc ilwoman V alerie  C artright and Dr. Marvin
C olson, for their work to organize this  very success ful Town sponsored event.”

“I f  we  continue  to  work  together  as  a  community,  beyond  des ignations  of  race,  gender,  politic s ,  religion  and
economics , we  will  continue  to  make  pos itive  changes” said  C ounc ilmember C artright. “O ur firs t  luncheon, which
focused on service, is  cons is tent with Dr. King and the enormous  legacy he left.”

In  an  effort  to  promote  community  service  in  Brookhaven  all  year  long, partic ipants  wrote  their  own  pledges  of
commitment to do community service work, agreeing to report back on their success , at next year’s  event.



For more information about Dr. King please vis it http://www.thekingcenter.org/

P ic tured  on  left  are  (left  to  right)  C ounc ilmember  Neil  Foley,  Supervisor  Ed  Romaine,  Marvin  L.  C olson,
C ounc ilmember V alerie C artright, Town C lerk Donna Lent and Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Rob C alarco.

P ic tured on right with collec ted hygiene kits  are (left to right) C ounc ilmembers  M ichael Loguerc io, V alerie C artright,
Jane Bonner and Kevin LaV alle.

P ic tured with members  of the planning committee are (left to right): Town C lerk Donna Lent; Supervisor Ed Romaine;
Dawn Lott; Town C hief of Staff Emily  P ines; V eronica  T readwell; C o-C hair Marvin C olson; Frances  Brisban; Marie
M ichel;  Georgette  Grier-Key;  Jennifer  Martin;  Regina  Hunt;  C o-C hair  and  C ounc ilmember  V alerie  M .  C artright;
Suffolk C ounty Legis lator Rob C alarco; and C ounc ilmember Neil Foley.
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