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Farmingville, NY - O n Saturday, December 13, C ounc ilwoman V alerie M . C artright joined hundreds  of volunteers  from
across  Long Is land at C alverton National C emetery for the annual "Wreaths  A c ross  A merica" event. Representatives
from various  branches  of the  United  States  M ilitary  partic ipated  in  the  opening  ceremony  before  volunteers  were
direc ted to different parts  of the vas t cemetery to lay wreaths  on the graves  of WWI  V eterans  who were the focus  of
this  year's  event. M ichael P icerno, C emetery Direc tor, emphas ized the importance of honoring WWI  veterans , some
of whom may have been born in the 1800s , and may be largely forgotten by the public  due to length of time s ince the
war.

The National Wreaths  A cross  A merica program was  developed to further the importance of recognizing veterans  and
those who died in the line of duty. The miss ion, "Remember, Honor, Teach,"  is  demonstrated through annual wreath
laying  ceremonies  at  A rlington  National  C emetery, as  well  as  other  veterans '  cemeteries  throughout  the  United
States  and overseas .

"I t was  very gratifying to see so many volunteers  assembled for this  important service to our deceased veterans  and
to our community,"  s tated C ounc ilwoman C artright. "A s  the daughter of a veteran, I  unders tand that serving in the
military is  a tremendous  sac rifice which can come with great risk. A ll of our veterans  deserve our gratitude, service,
support, and remembrance."

The  C ounc ilwoman  and  Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lator  Sarah  A nker  joined  members  of local  Boy  Scout  T roop  362  of
C entereach in laying wreaths  graves ide.

The event, which has  been held for s ix  consecutive years  at C alverton, has  continued to grow and organizers  hope
that in the  coming years  they  will  have  sponsorship for wreaths  that will  cover the  majority  of veteran graves . For
more information about the national program, please vis it http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.
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