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Farmingville, NY – C ounc ilman Dan P anico has  announced that two individuals  who were respons ible for a recyc ling
scam in Brookhaven Town have completed a plea in the Eas tern Dis tric t of the United States  A ttorney’s  O ffice. The
success ful outcome of the case was  a result of a cooperative effort by the United States  Federal P os tal Inspec tor,
Brookhaven Town offic ials  and Town Law Inves tigators .

In  May  of 2017, a  Brookhaven  Town res ident  reported  to  C ounc ilman  P anico  that  they  received  a  letter  from a
company called Real C ommunity Matters , c laiming they were in violation of recyc ling codes  and demanded payment
of a  fine  ranging from $50  to $1000. The  C ounc ilman advised the  res ident that the  letter was  fraudulent and that
they  should not  respond. The  Town warned res idents  about  the  scam through the  press , Town webs ite, Facebook,
Twitter, C ablevis ion C hannel 18  and by C ons tant C ontac t e-mail. Brookhaven Town Law inves tigators  quickly traced
the fake letters  to a pos tal box at a UPS Store on Nesconset H ighway in Stony Brook. They turned the information
over to United States  P os tal Inspec tors , who traced the owners  of the box to a C oram couple. Under ques tioning, the
man and woman admitted their role in sending the letter, and P os tal Inspec tors  brought the case to the United States
A ttorney.

The  man and woman have  s igned a  V oluntary  Discontinuance  with the  U .S. A ttorney, and must report  to  a  federal
probation officer for the  next s ix  months . I f they  commit another c rime or otherwise  violate  the  conditions  of their
release, the charges  of Federal Mail Fraud will be reins tated. While some vic tims  did send money in response to the
letter, the quick ac tion of C ounc ilman P anico and Town inves tigators  in notifying the public  about the scam allowed
many to cancel the checks  they had sent before they were cashed.

C ongressman Lee  Zeldin said, “Thanks  to  the  vigilance  of Brookhaven res idents , the  swift  ac tion of United States
Pos tal Inspec tors , and the leadership of C ounc ilman P anico, those attempting to defraud our community have been
identified  and  will  be  brought  to  jus tice.  The  quick  and  success ful  resolution  of  this  inc ident  will  help  res tore
confidence  in  the  safety  of our communities . This  inc ident  serves  as  a  reminder to  all  Long  Is landers  to  always
remain alert.”

Supervisor Romaine said, “I  commend the res ident who brought this  fraudulent letter to our attention. Their vigilance
helped direc t  out  Law Inves tigators  to  find those  respons ible  for this  c rime. I  urge  anyone  who believes  that  they
might  be  the  vic tim of a  scam like  this  to  immediately  call  the  police  and don’t  ever send money  or provide  any
personal information.”

C ounc ilman P anico said, "Upon receiving notification of this  fraudulent letter we immediately  went to work with our
internal law inves tigators , whom are former Suffolk C ounty Detec tives  and the Federal P os tal Inspec tor. While I  am
pleased that  no one  was  defrauded of any  monies , res idents  should remain vigilant  of new scams  and attempts  to
defraud  the  public .  While  in  this  case  swift  ac tion  was  able  to  bring  those  respons ible  to  jus tice,  I  encourage
res idents  to  contac t  my  office  and  the  police  if  they  receive  any  phones  calls  or  correspondence,  written  or
elec tronic ,  that  attempts  to  collec t  monies  or  personally  identifiable  information  that  doesn't  seem  right.  A s  a
community we must remain vigilant."
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