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Panico, Zeldin Blast Feds for Years of  Foot Dragging on Fire Island Dunes Project, Imperiling Sandy Victims at the
Height of  Hurricane Season

Farmingville, NY - Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico  and New York  State  Senator Lee  Zeldin joined local
offic ials  and concerned res idents  today in blas ting Federal offic ials  for years  of delays  in implementing the Fire Is land
Dune Res toration P rojec t. P ic tured left to right are State Senator Zeldin, C ounc ilman P anico, Is lip Town Supervisor
Tom C roc i, and Mastic  Beach V illage Mayor Bill  Biondi.The projec t, which would res tore dunes  that were des troyed
two years  ago by Supers torm Sandy and left several south shore communities  unprotec ted, has  yet to commence to
protec t the most vulnerable communities  on the Mas tic -Shirley peninsula.

C ounc ilman Dan P anico said, "When I  grew up, our Federal offic ials  had horsepower and the ability to get things  done.
I 'm confident  that  if former Senator A l  D'A mato  or the  late  Daniel  P atrick  Moynihan were  in office  we  wouldn't  be
having this  conversation. However, our current c rop of federal offic ials  has  sadly turned us  all into beggars , begging
for the ass is tance that should already be forthcoming. P eople usually think about infras truc ture from a public  works
perspec tive  as  roads , bridges , drainage, etc . What our federal  offic ials  fail  to  unders tand is  that  our shoreline  is  a
c ritical  piece  of Long  Is land's  infras truc ture. In  Brookhaven we  have  south  shore  communities  presently  in  peril
because of a lack of dunes , jetties  c rumbling in Mount Sinai and P atchogue, and a bay, with inlets  and tributaries  that
are barely navigable. Enough is  enough. That is  why I  am calling on our federal offic ials  to put together, permit and
begin a long term shoreline infras truc ture projec t to address  these c ruc ial  is sues . The current litigation holding up
the  south  shore  dune  replenishment  is  a  direc t  produc t  of the  piecemeal, haphazard  and  remedial  approach  and
polic ies  of our federal government."

C ons truc tion of a 15-foot high dune on the barrier beach is  part of the $700 million Fire Is land-Montauk P oint (FIMP )
projec t being conduc ted by the A rmy C orps  of Engineers  along an 83-mile s tretch of the south shore of Long Is land.

State  Senator  Lee  Zeldin  said, "Supers torm  Sandy  left  the  coas tal  communities  and  shorelines  on  Long  Is land
damaged and vulnerable. A fter two years , our res idents  are s till  waiting for the federal government to fix  our barrier
beaches . Meanwhile, Jones  Beach had new dunes  and new roads  by the firs t Memorial Day in 2013. Money has  been
flowing to the shorelines  in other parts  of New York and New Jersey, but not out eas t in Suffolk. I t's  been one excuse
and delay  after another. A s  we  move  through hurricane  season here  on Long Is land, the  c lock  keeps  ticking. The



federal government needs  to get its  ac t together and get this  done after failing to deliver for two years ."

This  pas t week, a federal judge is sued a temporary res training order agains t cons truc tion of the dunes  while a court
challenge by the A udubon Soc iety is  heard regarding their concerns  of what the impac t the dune projec t will have on
nes ting piping plovers  in the  area. The  piping plover, a  seven-inch long coas tal  bird  that  nes ts  in depress ions  of
beach sand, is  lis ted as  an endangered spec ies .

"The Fire Is land National Seashore is  a beautiful natural habitat and is  vital in protec ting Long Is land's  South Shore,"
said Is lip  Town Supervisor Tom C roc i. "While  I  recognize  and apprec iate  the  need to  protec t  our wildlife, there  is
another spec ies  on Fire Is land -  human beings  -  that are also in need of protec tion from potentially devas tating and
life-threatening s torms."

The V illage of Mas tic  Beach Mayor Bill  Biondi said, "I  am outraged and upset that the A udubon Soc iety dec ided to
put a temporary res training order agains t the Fire Is land Dune P rojec t at the las t minute. I  am working c losely with
all  levels  of government  and agenc ies  who  are  involved. This  projec t  would  have  been a  tremendous  help  for the
res idents  of Mas tic  Beach to move forward. A fter Super Storm Sandy, over 400  homes  were damaged due to flooding
by  the  Fire  Is land breach, which caused flood levels  in Mas tic  Beach to  reach eight  feet  along many  roads  in our
village. There was  no reason why the A udubon Soc iety had to do this  at the las t minute. Working together would have
been the  bes t  answer to  accommodate  the  P iping P lover is sues . I  find it  difficult  to  unders tand why  the  A udubon
Soc iety  and U .S. Dis tric t  Judge Sandra  J. Feuers tein would put people's  lives  second to  P iping P lovers . I  s trongly
sugges t that all parties  involved get this  projec t done before the next s torm to prevent future damage to homes  and
the lives  of our res idents ."
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