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Farmingville, NY - Brookhaven Supervisor Ed Romaine  and C ounc ilman Dan P anico  joined State, C ounty  and local
elec ted offic ials  in calling for the federal government to protec t shoreline communities  by expediting the rebuilding of
dunes  on Fire Is land to a height of at leas t 15  feet. The U .S. A rmy C orps  of Engineers  currently has  a plan for dune
replenishment to take place in 2014, and the U .S. Fish and Wildlife is  preventing the sand from being higher than nine
feet. Romaine, P anico and the other offic ials  are concerned that an over-wash ac ross  the barrier is land during a s torm
would devas tate homeowners  along the south shore. A reas  such as  Mas tic  Beach are espec ially vulnerable because
of s ignificant dune eros ion at Smith P oint, which is  ac ross  Moriches  Bay from the shoreline community. P ic tured at
Smith P oint  are  Supervisor Ed Romaine, Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lator Kate  Browning, C ounc ilman Dan P anico, Mas tic
Beach V illage Mayor Bill Biondi, A ssemblyman Ed Hennessey, and NY  State Senator Lee Zeldin.
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