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Farmingville, NY - O n July  18 , Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman Dan P anico ditched the suit and tie, traded his  dress
shoes  for N ikes , and teamed up with Senator Lee Zeldin to partic ipate in his  3 rd A nnual Basketball C hallenge during
the Town's  Safe Summer Youth P rogram at the Mas tic  A thletic  C omplex.

A  weeklong heat wave  with temperatures  near 100  degrees  couldn't  melt  the  enthus iasm and exc itement of those
who  came  down  to  partic ipate.  Each  youth  team  played  a  three-on-three  half-court  basketball  game  agains t
C ounc ilman P anico's  team. A fter nearly three hours  of play, Team Panico ended up with a final s core of five wins  and
five loses  in ten consecutive games  agains t ten different teams.

"I  am glad that  so  many  young people  came down to  partic ipate  in this  year's  Basketball  C hallenge,"  commented
Brookhaven  Town  C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico. "I  thank  everyone  who  helped  make  this  event  a  success  from  the
Brookhaven Town Youth Bureau, P arks  Department, JV C  Broadcas ting, as  well as  my teammates . This  is  a great way
for the  young people  in the  community  to interac t with two elec ted offic ials  who graduated from William Floyd H igh
School and grew up in the area."

"The 3  on 3  Basketball Tournament was  a huge success . The turnout was  great despite the record heat. The program
achieved  its  projec ted  outcome  by  giving  teens  a  safe  place  to  have  fun,  free  of  drugs/alcohol  and  violence.
P artic ipants  enjoyed  bridging  the  gap  between  the  E lec ted  O ffic ials  and  the  youth  in  Brookhaven."  Said
C ommiss ioner of Hous ing and Human Services  Diana Weir.

C ounc ilman Dan P anico is  a '96  William Floyd graduate and Senator Lee Zeldin is  a '98  graduate.
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