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Farmingville, NY - Recently, Brookhaven Town C ounc ilman P anico presented a series  of expert witnesses  supporting
the  merits  of a  tax  cap  during  the  public  hearing  of the  proposed  tax  cap. O ffering  expert  tes timony  on  the  cap
inc luded  Suffolk  C ounty  Executive  Steve  Levy,  Former  Nassau  C ounty  Executive  Tom  Suozzi,  Suffolk  C ounty
Legis lator Ed Romaine, Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lator John Kennedy, Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lator Tom Muratore, Town of
Brookhaven Tax Receiver Lou Marcocc ia. Financ ial author and expert Lance Wallach, Long Is landers  for Educational
Reform A ndrea V ecchio, and economis t Dr. Thomas  C onoscenti.

The tax  cap resolution, at its  core, is  to ensure  that taxpayers  do not suffer an inc reased burden because elec ted
offic ials  fail to moderate spending. This  measure does  not s imply limit the inc rease in property taxes  to 4% rather, it
s imply ensures  that all  voters  have a say in any inc rease above 4%. "This  returns  to our core A merican values  of
"No taxation without representation" commented C ounc ilman P anico.

Suffolk C ounty has  had a s imilar tax cap on the books  for decades  and has  been cons is tently rated extremely well by
the bond rating agenc ies . U ltimately, the  financ ial  dec is ions  will  be  made by  elec ted offic ials , and this  tax  cap will
surely ac t as  a sound respons ible guideline to be followed that protec ts  the taxpayer from inordinate inc reases .

"While  we are  fortunate  that the Brookhaven Town's  property  tax  has  remained relatively  reasonable, that may not
always  be the case and is  not a reason to forgo its  moderation. A gain, because this  is  a fairly guaranteed source of
revenue, impos ing self governance  now on the  property  tax  rate  of growth ensures  that  future  boards  will  be  less
inc lined to inc rease the property tax to garner revenue for "pet projec ts "  which would not otherwise be supported by
traditional "fee based" revenue s truc tures ."

"O n  A ugus t  4 , 2009  late  C ounc ilman  Keith  Romaine  initially  sponsored  a  resolution  to  set  a  pubic  hearing  to
cons ider enac ting a s imilar tax cap law. I t is  unfortunate that for reasons  that are s till unc lear and unknown, he never
got the public  hearing to s imply  cons ider the measure and present experts  to discuss  the pros  and cons  of such a
proposal. A lthough, I  am proud that even though months  later this  public  hearing was  set, and this  resolution was
adopted to set a tax cap proposal on the ballot for November, there is  no doubt in my mind that this  public  hearing
should have been set back on that fateful day of A ugus t 4 th, 2009," conc luded C ounc ilman P anico.
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