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December 1, 2012

Supervisor and County respond quickly to resident complaints about odor and ash from
"fire boxes"

Farmingville, NY - On December 11th, Supervisor Edward P. Romaine sent a letter to Joseph Williams, Commissioner
of the Suffolk County Department of Fire Rescue and Emergency Services, regarding resident concerns over air
quality as a result of the burning of vegetative debris from Super Storm Sandy at the Brookhaven Landfill. Citing
health concerns as a result of odor and ash in the immediate area, Supervisor Romaine requested that the County
provide the Town with an analysis regarding the impacts of the burning of such materials to the health of residents in
the surrounding areas.

On October 31st, the Town of Brookhaven, following discussions with the Suffolk County Office of Emergency
Management, agreed to request the ability to use three air curtain fire boxes ("fire boxes") from the New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) as a result of overwhelming debris from Super Storm Sandy.
These "fire boxes" were provided to the Town through the County with assistance of FEMA. The NYSDEC notified the
Town that they would limit their discretion in regard to the State Air Regulations and Environmental Quality Law until
February 12,2013 to allow Brookhaven to use the "fire boxes" to burn vegetative debris.

Due to the vast amount of debris, the Town later applied for and was granted the ability to use a fourth "fire box" until
December 5, 2012. Since the utilization of the "fire boxes," the Town has burned approximately 5,000 cubic yards of
vegetative debris per day. Despite providing the technology to burn the debris, neither the County nor FEMA placed
any air quality monitoring stations in the areas surrounding the burning site.

On December 10th, Supervisor Romaine met with residents to address complaints of odor and ash in the area near
the landfill, as well as the amount of waste that the Town was burning. These issues have raised concerns regarding
the health and safety of residents in the community.

In his letter to Commissioner Williams, Supervisor Romaine wrote: "While the Town of Brookhaven has permission to
burn the vegetative debris until February 12, 2013, the questions raised compel me to ask you to give your
assurances of the technology involved; specifically, that the four operating fire boxes do not post a health risk to
those in the surrounding communities." He also said that unless the County can assure him and the residents of
Brookhaven that the technology in use has a negligible impact, "the Town will be forced to discontinue the use of
these fire boxes."

In response to Supervisor Romaine's letter, Commissioner Williams wrote "I am pleased to advise you that the
County of Suffolk has already begun facilitating the placement of monitoring equipment that conforms to the
specifications provided by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and will begin such
operations as soon as possible." He assured the Supervisor that the landfill will be monitored for 24 hours a day and
that the data collected will be carefully reviewed by experts and be made available to the Town of Brookhaven.

Supervisor Romaine announced that he was pleased with the timely response by Commissioner Williams and that he
and his staff, along with officials from the Town's Department of Waste Management, will monitor the testing with
Suffolk County as they compile and analyzes their data.

"While trying to process mountains of debris is important, my first concern remains the health of the residents of

Brookhaven Town," concluded Romaine.
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