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Pictured left to right are Supervisor Mark Lesko, FREE Players  Program Director Jim
Sis to, mus ical performer Sarah Turkiew, Diane Cahill, Autism Coalition of Long
Is land, Councilman Daniel Panico, Councilwoman Cons tance Kepert, and Deputy

Supervisor / Councilwoman Kathleen Walsh

Supervisor Lesko (left) with Members  of
the FREE Players  Platimum Explos ion
Jazz Ensemble and mus ical performer

Sarah Turkiew

The FREE Players  Platimum Explos ion Jazz Ensemble performduring the Light I t Up Blue ceremony.

Farmingville,  NY  -  O n  A pril  28 ,  Supervisor  Mark  Lesko,  Deputy  Supervisor  /  C ounc ilwoman  Kathleen  Walsh,
C ounc ilman  Dan  P anico  and  C ounc ilwoman  C onnie  Kepert  joined  the  A utism C oalition  of Long  Is land  and  other
A utism advocacy and education organizations  at Town Hall  for the "Light it up Blue"  event in recognition of A utism
A wareness  Month.

The "Light I t Up Blue"  event began with a sess ion that inc luded a number of tables  s taffed by  members  of A utism
organizations  who provided information and resource  materials  to  those  in attendance. The  ceremony  s tarted with
Supervisor Mark  Lesko address ing the  audience  and then counting down to illuminate  the  Town Hall  A uditorium in
blue light.



"Light I t Up Blue gives  everyone the opportunity to recognize how autism affec ts  the lives  of so many of our friends ,
neighbors  and families ,"  said Supervisor Lesko. "I t also brings  to light a better unders tanding that those who have
autism can rise to great levels  as  we saw in the mus ical performances  tonight. I  thank those who organized this  event
and look forward to doing it again next year."

The  event  also  featured  comments  by  Diane  C ahill  of the  A utism C oalition  of Long  Is land  and  two  parents  with
autis tic  children, Joan Hempton and Kevin Ray, both from Shirley, who shared their s truggles  and triumphs  with the
audience. The evening's  entertainment was  provided by Family Res idences  and Essential Enterprises  (FREE) P layers
P latinum Explos ion Jazz Ensemble who presented three remarkable vocal performances  and by Sarah Turkiew, a Long
Is land autism advocate  who is  also an individual  with autism. Ms . Turkiew sang a s tirring rendition of the National
A nthem to open the ceremony and also played a jazz piece on the saxophone later in the program.

"Light I t Up Blue was  such a wonderful event and I  was  honored to have the opportunity to partic ipate,"  said Deputy
Supervisor / C ounc ilwoman Walsh. "A utism affec ts  one in every 110  children, so it's  important to have events  like
this  to help educate and get the message out that there are support groups  that are ready to help those in need."

C ounc ilwoman C onnie  Kepert said, "A s  a  spec ial  education teacher I  am well  aware  of both the  unique  challenges
that confront autis tic  children, as  well as , their enormous  potential. This  tremendous  potential and the many difficult
challenges  were recently portrayed in a recent movie entitled Temple Grandin. Due to the advocacy of many parents
and organizations  like the Long Is land A utism C oalition, opportunities  for autis tic  children and adults  will continue to
multiply."

"Events  like  Light I t Up Blue serve to raise  the awareness  of autism in our communities ,"  commented Brookhaven
Town C ounc ilman P anico, "What  is  important  is  to  let  people  know that  there  is  a  network  of ass is tance  and help
available for families  and friends  to help as  well as  highlight the talents  and abilities  of people who have autism. The
performances  given that night were firs t rate and made everyone extremely proud."
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