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Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Ed Romaine has  announced that the Town's  Department of Waste Management and the
Department of Technology and Soc iety at Stony Brook Univers ity have expanded their cooperative research program.
Doc toral research s tudents  will now be in res idence at Town Hall on a continuous  bas is , enabling program managers
to call upon their expertise in the course of daily bus iness , while expanding the s tudents ' awareness  of the prac tical
realities  of managing was te in a Town with a population of approximately 500,000  people. The two s tudents , who had
previous ly  conduc ted  most  of  their  work  on-campus  with  only  infrequent  vis its  to  Town  Hall,  will  now alternate
working  in  the  Town's  Department  of Waste  Management. C hief Deputy  C ommiss ioner  of Waste  Management  Ed
Hubbard will coordinate the researchers ' work with department needs .

Supervisor Ed Romaine said, "O ur relationship with Stony Brook Univers ity on was te management research has  been
of great benefit to the res idents  of Brookhaven Town by s trengthening our knowledge base at a very reasonable cos t."

"I  see  this  as  benefic ial  for both the  s tudents  and the  Town,"  said  A ss is tant  P rofessor David  Tonjes , who  is  the
projec t  direc tor. "I  was  fortunate  to  be  provided with desk  space  at  the  Town offices  when I  was  a  s tudent  in the
1990s , and having daily contac t with adminis trators  and office s taff broadened my experiences  immeasurably."

The  Town's  C ommiss ioner of Waste  Management, Matt  M iner said, "When I  can immediately  call  on some  of the
nation's  cutting-edge researchers  on solid was te at any time, my s taff and I  can reach dec is ions  armed with the bes t
available information."

The  Stony  Brook  research program has  focused on solid was te  planning and regulatory  compliance, and analyzing
recyc ling  patterns  and  processes  in  the  Town. O ther researchers  on-campus  are  conduc ting  bas ic  research that
could expand the current Town program that uses  landfill  gas  to generate elec tric ity by allowing greater use of less
suitable gases , and perhaps  by allowing the gases  to be converted to diesel fuel; c reating a groundwater model of the
area near the Town's  landfill and the management of the Town's  extens ive groundwater monitoring database.

The  work  is  conduc ted  through  the  Department  of Technology  and  Soc iety  and  the  Department  of C hemical  and
Molecular  Engineering,  in  conjunc tion  with  the  Waste  Reduc tion  and  Management  Ins titute,  the  Long  Is land
Groundwater Research Ins titute, and the C enter for BioEnergy Research and Development at the A dvanced Energy
Research and Technology C enter.
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