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Romaine and Councilwoman Kepert call plan a "catalyst for change" in the community
Farmingville, NY  - Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  (pic tured  above), C ounc ilwoman  C onnie  Kepert  and  Brookhaven  Town
P lanning offic ials  held a community leaders  meeting today at the Boys  and Girls  C lub of the Bellport A rea to explain
the  scope  of work  to  be  performed  under  the  NYS  Department  of State  Brownfield  O pportunity  A rea  Grant. The
$303,957  grant will fund an in-house Implementation Land Use P lan (LUP ) and Generic  Environmental Impact Study
(GEIS) that addresses  24  dis tressed and underutilized brownfield s ites  located within an 800-ac re area of Greater
Bellport. The town has  also provided a partial match of $65,717 that brings  the total amount to $369,674.

Many res idents  and community leaders  attended the meeting, inc luding Bellport Mayor Raymond Fell, South C ountry
School Dis tric t Superintendent Dr. Joseph Giani, Bishop Ralph L. Jefferson from the Jefferson Temple of God, P as tor
A nthony  Seaton  from the  V ic tory  C hurch  of God, Fred  C ombs  from the  Hagerman  and  Eas t  P atchogue  Hous ing
A lliance, John Rogers , C hairman of the Greater Bellport C oalition and South C ountry A mbulance C ompany C hief Greg
M iglino.

In his  opening remarks , Supervisor Romaine explained that the plan will form feas ible, s trategic  development projec ts
and other ac tions  to invite inves tment and spur revitalization in the area. He said, "C leaning up these 24  brownfield
s ites  will  inc rease  property  values  and  serve  as  a  catalys t  for  pos itive  change  in  Bellport.  I t's  a  very  smart
inves tment by the State and Town that will  pay big dividends  for the res idents  and bus iness  owners  who have been
working long and hard to improve this  community."

C ounc ilwoman Kepert said, "The redevelopment of these 24  s ites  in the Greater Bellport area is  a key aspec t to the
revitalization and recovery of the community as  a whole," s tated C ounc ilwoman Kepert. "I  am happy to see the State
and Town working hand-in-hand to  move  forward the  rejuvenation of these  Brownfield s ites . The  implementation of
this  plan will  c reate s ites  that are community assets  and will  attrac t bus inesses  and jobs  while  bringing in new tax
revenue to a once blighted area."

The  Town's  P lanning  C ommiss ioner  Tulio  Bertoli, and  other  offic ials  from his  office, provided  an  overview of the
revitalization  plan  for  an  800-acre  area  with  24  brownfield  s ites  located  in  the  Greater  Bellport  area. I t  will  be



completed  by  Town  employees  with  the  T raffic  Impac t  Study, the  Economic  A nalys is  Report  and  environmental
tes ting completed by consultants  after an open bid selec tion process .

A  plan  for  the  redevelopment  of  the  area  impac ted  by  the  brownfield  s ites  will  be  prepared,  as  well  as  an
Environmental  Impact  Statement.  O nce  the  s ites  are  assessed,  predic table  and  c lear  recommendations  for
redevelopment will  be  compiled in a  hamlet-spec ific  Greater Bellport  Land Use  P lan. I t  will  comply  with New York
State Environmental Q uality Review A c t (SEQ RA ) regulations  prior to adoption by the Town Board which will amend
the  Town's  1996  C omprehens ive  Land  Use  P lan. This  will  be  a  56-week  projec t, s cheduled  to  begin  onc e  the
contrac t has  been executed later this  spring. A pproval of the contrac t takes  approximately three to four months .

Brownfields  is  a  blanket term used to  desc ribe  all  abandoned or underused s ites  where  redevelopment or reuse  is
complicated by the real or perceived presence of contamination. For many, the term conjures  images  of large-scale
indus trial properties , but in reality brownfields  come in all shapes  and s izes  - from an abandoned res taurant or under-
utilized  manufac turing  plan  covering  several  ac res , to  a  vacant  s ingle  family  home  with  lead  paint  or  asbes tos
insulation.

Redeveloped brownfields  have inc reased property values  by between five and 15  percent within a quarter mile of the
redeveloped s ite. O nce  redeveloped, brownfield s ites  become community  assets  that  can attrac t  bus inesses , jobs
and ultimately expand the local tax base by turning dormant s ites  into vibrant properties , helping to revitalize once
blighted areas .
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