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Farmingville, NY - Suffolk C ounty Executive Steve Bellone and Brookhaven Supervisor Ed Romaine have announced
that an Intermunic ipal A greement (IMA ) has  been s igned between the Town and the C ounty's  Department of P ublic
Works  (DPW) to es tablish a Single Stream Recyc ling P ilot P rogram. P assed unanimous ly  at the A pril  29th General
Meeting of the Suffolk  C ounty  Legis lature, Legis lator Sarah A nker's  legis lation authorizes  the C ounty  enter into an
IMA  with the Town whereby the Town will provide recyc ling containers  to the Yaphank C ounty C enter, where it will be
collec ted  weekly  and  brought  to  the  Town's  Materials  Recyc ling  Fac ility  located  at  the  nearby  Brookhaven Town
Landfill s ite. The pilot program, which is  scheduled to begin by the end of this  week, will be for a period of one year. A t
the completion of the program, the C ounty's  DPW will determine the benefits  and the potential for expans ion.

P ic tured left to right are Supervisor Romaine, Green Stream Recyc ling (GSR) P res ident Will Flower, C ounty Legis lator
A nker, GSR P artner and C o-owner Joe Winters , C ounty Executive Bellone and Winters  Brothers  V ice P res ident Sean
Winters .

"Ensuring  government  is  operating  as  effic iently  as  poss ible  is  paramount  to  good  governing  and  serving  the
taxpayers ,"  said  C ounty  Executive  Bellone. "This  IMA  is  yet  another example  where  the  C ounty  and the  Town of
Brookhaven has  taken the opportunity to share services  in an effort to s treamline ac tivities  and reduce cos ts . I  thank
Legis lator Sarah A nker for introduc ing this  legis lation and I  thank Supervisor Romaine for his  continued willingness
to work collaboratively with the C ounty."

Supervisor Romaine said, "Getting the C ounty on-board is  a big s tep forward in our effort to promote s ingle s tream
recyc ling  in  Brookhaven  Town and  all  ac ross  Long  Is land. I  thank  the  C ounty  Executive  and  the  Legis lature  for
recognizing that this  pilot program is  benefic ial to both munic ipalities  and that inc reased recyc ling rates  are great for
the taxpayer, the bottom line and the environment, leading us  to a c leaner, greener future for generations  to come."

C ounc ilman T im Mazzei, the Town Board Liaison to the Department of Waste Management said, "O ur Single Stream
Recyc ling  program has  proven to  be  very  success ful  with rates  performing above  expec tations  s ince  the  January
launch. This  partnership with the C ounty is  the next s tep forward and I  hope that other munic ipalities  will join us ."

"Through the reduc tion of was te at county fac ilities , we also reduce the cos t of carting fees , ultimately saving money



for Suffolk  C ounty  taxpayers ,"  said Legis lator A nker. "This  initiative  is  environmentally  friendly  and will  encourage
recyc ling at county fac ilities . A s  the firs t community on Long Is land to es tablish a s ingle s tream recyc ling program,
the Town of Brookhaven has  proven that this  program can be benefic ial to both res idents  and munic ipalities ."

Will  Flower, P res ident  of Green  Stream Recyc ling, the  operators  of the  Town's  Materials  Recyc ling  Fac ility  said,
"Single  Stream recyc ling  makes  it  eas ier  for  res idents  to  recyc le. The  new sorting  equipment  has  proven  to  be
extremely  effic ient  at  process ing  recyc lables  to  produce  high quality  material  that  we  are  able  to  market  to  both
domestic  and international outlets . Since we s tarted the new recyc ling sys tem, we have c reated 16  new jobs  at the
recyc ling center and now have a workforce which is  more than 40  s trong."

The  Town's  new s ingle  s tream recyc ling  sys tem  --  dubbed  the  "Green  Stream Machine"  -  has  the  capac ity  to
process  up to 48  tons  of recyc lables  per hour. Since the Town's  introduc tion of its  Single Stream Recyc ling P rogram
in January of this  year, the recyc ling rate has  jumped by 24.6%. A s  a result, Brookhaven res idents  have realized a
savings  of over $287,000. The new program allows  res idents  to combine their paper and co-mingled items, inc luding
glass , plas tic  and metal, into one container with no sorting required.

Single s tream recyc ling has  been implemented in several communities  throughout New York State and the country,
however, Brookhaven is  the firs t town on Long Is land to success fully implement a Single Stream program. In addition
to the  environmental  benefits  that recyc ling provides , recyc ling in the  Town of Brookhaven has  economic  benefits .
For every additional ton of material recyc led, the Town is  expec ted to save in excess  of $125  through the sale of the
material and the avoided disposal cos t.
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