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Single Stream increases recycling by 20% in Town of  Brookhaven.

Supervisor Ed Romaine praises residents for their commitment to recycling.
Town focuses on more education to push recycling to record levels in 2015.

Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Ed Romaine and Green Stream Recyc ling have announced that the Material  Recovery
Fac ility in Brookhaven has  accepted the 100  millionth pound of material for recyc ling s ince the beginning of the year.
In January 2014, the Town implemented its  Single Stream recyc ling program in which res idents  s imply place all  of
their recyc lables  into a s ingle container for Wednesday collec tion. A t approximately 10:00  am on Wednesday, Nov.
5 , 2014, the  100  millionth  pound  of recyc lable  material  passed  over the  scale  and  was  delivered  to  the  Town's
recyc ling center where it was  sorted, processed and made ready for recyc ling.

Brookhaven's  Single Stream Recyc ling program is  the larges t and most success ful effort of its  kind on Long Is land.
Since  the  s tart  of the  Single  Stream recyc ling  program in  Brookhaven, several  other munic ipalities  have  adopted
Single  Stream recyc ling inc luding the  villages  of Bellport, Mas tic  Beach, P oquott  and the  Town of Southold. Many
other munic ipalities  are planning to s tart Single Stream recyc ling inc luding the Town of Smithtown, which is  planning
to  implement the  Single  Stream recyc ling program in January  2015. Even Home O wner A ssoc iations  (HO A 's ) are
beginning a switch to Single Stream recyc ling.

"Single  Stream recyc ling  is , by  far, the  eas ies t  and  bes t  form of res idential  recyc ling,"  said  Supervisor Romaine.
"Res idents  tell me they love the s implic ity and convenience of the new recyc ling program. Recyc ling is  the one thing
that everyone can do to improve the environment. A nd, the success  of the program is  a result of many people  and
organizations  working together inc luding res idents , collec tion companies , processors  and the Town. I  am very proud
of the  way  we  have  come  together to  collec tively  do  something  which is  good  for the  planet  and  saves  taxpayer
dollars ."

O nce  the  recyc lables  are  delivered  to  the  recyc ling  center, the  job  of process ing  the  material  belongs  to  Green
Stream Recyc ling. "Green Stream made a $5.2  million inves tment and dedicated ourselves  to the future of recyc ling
because we see the environmental and economic  benefits  that recyc ling provides  to the res idents  of Brookhaven and
all of Long Is land," said Will Flower, P res ident of Green Stream Recyc ling, the operator of the recyc ling center for the
Town  of Brookhaven. "With  the  s tartup  of the  new operation, Brookhaven  now has  the  most  advanced  recyc ling
program on Long Is land. This  new des ign represents  the most innovative s ingle s tream recyc ling technology on Long
Is land but most important is  that we made it eas ier for res idents  to recyc le. A nd when recyc ling is  eas ier and more
people partic ipate, our environment benefits  and we are all the better for it."

The new Single Stream process ing sys tem, dubbed the "Green Stream Machine, "was  publically dedicated on June 6 ,
2014. Between January  2014  and  June  2014, while  the  recyc ling  plant  was  being  built  in  Brookhaven, all  of the
Town's  Single  Stream material  was  shipped  to  recyc ling  centers  in  ups tate  New York, C onnec ticut  and  on  Long
Is land.

A t no cos t to the taxpayer, the  Town has  become the leader in recyc ling technology  on Long Is land thanks  to our
partnership  with  Green  Stream Recyc ling,"  said  C ommiss ioner  Matt  M iner  of Brookhaven's  Department  of Waste
Management. "The new Single Stream program has  made it eas ier for res idents  to recyc le and the results  speak for
themselves  with  a  tremendous  environmental  and  economic  benefit  to  the  Town. I  expec t  the  recyc ling  rates  to
continue  ris ing  in 2015  and we  are  going to  be  emphas izing our educational  outreach programs  to  promote  more
recyc ling among res idents ."

Jus t over a year ago (in O c tober 2013), the Town Board unanimous ly voted to go forward with a convers ion to Single
Stream recyc ling, which had been implemented in several communities  throughout New York State and the country.
Brookhaven  was  the  firs t  town  on  Long  Is land  to  success fully  implement  such  a  program.  In  addition  to  the
environmental  benefits  that  recyc ling  provides ,  recyc ling  in  the  Town  of  Brookhaven  has  economic  advantages
inc luding the sale of recyc lables  and avoided disposal cos ts ... The Town of Brookhaven is  pushing for opportunities  to
grow the number of munic ipalities  who recyc le us ing the Single Stream program.

"The  more  we  recyc le, the  more  was te  we  can keep  away  from inc inerators  and  out  of landfills ,"  said  Supervisor



Romaine. "Long Is land generates  in excess  of 2  million tons  of munic ipal solid was te each year which is  either burned
at inc inerators  on Long Is land or trucked off the Is land to dis tant landfills . The lift in recyc ling rates  assoc iated with
s ingle s tream recyc ling will permit munic ipalities  to realize s ignificant savings  in avoided disposal cos t."

Res idents  can get information about recyc ling by going to the Town of Brookhaven's  web s ite at www.brookhaven.org or
by vis iting www.LongIslandRecycles.com .

About  Green Stream RecyclingGreen  Stream Recyc ling  is  dedicated  to  advanc ing  recyc ling  on  Long  Is land. The
company  operates  the  larges t  and  most  effec tive  recyc ling  fac ility  on  Long  Is land  at  352  Horseblock  Road  in
Brookhaven.  The  company  is  focused  on  process ing  recyc lable  material  and  ass is ting  communities  who  are
interes ted in improving their recyc ling programs. In Brookhaven, the company planned, des igned and cons truc ted the
new recyc ling sys tem at the Town of Brookhaven Material  Recyc ling Fac ility. The new fac ility  now employs  40  full-
time workers .

About  the Brookhaven Material Recovery FacilityA  variety  of process ing  technologies  is  used  to  sort, separate,
segregate  and c lean res idential  recyc lables  which come from homes  throughout the Town of Brookhaven and other
parts  of Long Is land. Material  traveling  through the  sys tem goes  on a  journey  where  it  is  subjec t  to  mechanical,
phys ical and automated sorting. The sys tem uses  articulating sc reens , elec tromagnet fields , eddy currents , optical
sorters , manual labor, trammels  and c rushers  to separate and c lean recyc lables . O nce sorted, the various  materials
are  baled  and  shipped  to  manufac tures  where  they  are  used  as  raw material  to  make  new items  for  consumers .
A dditionally,  the  new  recyc ling  capabilities  at  the  Brookhaven  Material  Recovery  Fac ility  provides  additional
infras truc ture which can help inc rease recyc ling rates  on Long Is land. Brookhaven is  offering to help other Towns  and
V illages  with their recyc ling efforts  by allowing munic ipalities  to utilize the Town's  Material Recovery Fac ility.
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