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Read Supervisor Romaine’s State of the Town
address now .

Farmingville, NY – O n March 15, Supervisor Ed Romaine  delivered
his  fourth State of the Town address  in the auditorium at Brookhaven
Town Hall. The theme of the address  was  “A  Blueprint for the Future,”
and  he  delivered  an  optimis tic  look  at  the  great  s trides  that  have
been made this  pas t year, his  new initiatives  and the challenges  that
face the Town in the years  ahead.

Dec laring that the “s tate of the town is  good and getting better,” the
Supervisor  opened  his  address  by  saying  that  finances  have  been

s trengthened and the bond rating has  improved. He noted that the Town is  rebuilding reserves , not depleting them,
and announced that Brookhaven Town is  one of the few munic ipalities  that plan for a balanced budget and has  paid off
all  of its  New York State Retirement C ontribution amortization debt. He also s tated that he will  continue to comply
with the  s tate  tax  levy  caps , a  s tandard that he  wished “other taxing jurisdic tions” would follow to help reduce  the
cos t  of living  on  Long  Is land. He  thanked  the  members  of the  Town Board  and  commended  their  efforts  to  keep
expenses  down and save taxpayer dollars .

The  Supervisor  spoke  of  the  Town’s  financ ial  progress  and  his  success ful  efforts  to  res tore  fis cal  s tability.  He
renewed  his  commitment  to  focus  on  revenue  growth, cos t  effic ienc ies  and  debt  reduc tion, and  said  that  for  the
second time in many years  the Town ended the fis cal year with a surplus  in the General Funds . He also noted that his
2014, 2015  and 2016  budgets  complied with the Town’s  spending, debt and tax  rate  caps  and assured taxpayers
that the 2017 budget will also comply with the caps .

H ighlights  of Supervisor Romaine’s  State of the Town A ddress  inc lude:

Creating New Jobs
A lthough  financ ial  markets  are  s till  s truggling, many  companies  view Brookhaven  Town  as  a  good  place  to  do
bus iness . O ver the pas t year, the Brookhaven IDA :
• C losed on 13  major Economic  Development projec ts
• Helped c reate or retain more than 1200 permanent and cons truc tion jobs
• Brought more than $187 M illion in private inves tment into the Town

Supervisor  Romaine  highlighted  Beijing,  C hina-based  WHTB  Glass  C ompany,  which  is  locating  its  firs t  US
manufac turing fac ility (44,000 sq. ft.) in Shirley. This  alone will c reate more than 140 new jobs .

Delivering Town Services
In an effort to make Town services  more access ible the Town will:
• Enhance s taff training and improve technology
• Upgrade the town’s  Information Technology infras truc ture
• H ire a new C hief Information O fficer

Cleaning Up Neighborhoods
The  Supervisor noted  that  the  Town has  boarded and secured over 1500  abandoned houses . In 2015, the  Town
demolished 48  dilapidated  eyesores . The  Town will  continue  to  move  aggress ively  agains t  code  violators  to  help
c lean up neighborhoods  ac ross  Brookhaven, inc luding:
• The continued demolition of blighted and dangerous  “Zombie Houses”
• C lean up eyesores , combat squatters
• Hold property owners  accountable for property maintenance
• Stric tly enforce building and fire codes , particularly for rental properties



Recycling and Waste Management
The Town of Brookhaven is  leading the way by:
• Recyc ling over 28 ,000 tons  of s ingle s tream recyc lables
• Es tablishing Single Stream Recyc ling collec tion programs in seven school dis tric ts  and eight munic ipalities
• Shredding 100,000 pounds  of paper and collec tion of 75 ,000 pounds  of e-was te
• Recyc ling nearly 30 ,000 tons  of yard was te
• Removal of 396  tons  of debris  by litter c rews  from empty lots  and roads  and 10,500  illegal s igns  from public  right-
of-ways  and utility poles  Land Use and Zoning
To control growth and help shape the future of our communities , the Town has  recently undertaken land use plans  for
Farmingville along Horseblock Road; Eas tport, Eas t Moriches , C enter Moriches  and Moriches; Route 25  A  from the
Smithtown line to the V illage of P ort Jefferson. C orridor s tudies  for Route 25  from Ridge to C oram and for 25A  from
Wading River to Mount Sinai have been completed.

Environmental Protection
A  longtime  advocate  for  the  environmental,  Supervisor  Romaine  dec lared  that  the  Town  will  redouble  efforts  to
protec t and preserve the environment. He noted various  initiatives  now in place, inc luding:
• A  s tandard of 33  MPG for Town vehic les
• C ontinued replacement of aging cars  with hybrids
• P lans  to ins tall elec tric  vehic le charging s tations  at Town Hall
• Upgraded lighting fixtures  in Town buildings  are expec ted to save $260,000 over the next 15  years
• Street light upgrades  save $350,000 per year
• C ontrac ts  to ins tall solar panels  at Town fac ilities  will generate green power and reduce our carbon footprint
• C odes  in place to encourage green energy in homes  and bus iness
• Es tablished wind, solar and geothermal codes
• P lanting 10,000 new trees  by 2020
• More open space acquis itions , espec ially along the C armans  River

Protecting our Waterways and Groundwater
Because  we  live  on an is land, keeping our waterways  c lean is  a  priority. Supervisor Romaine  proposed a  N itrogen
P rotec tion Zone that applies  to new cons truc tion within 500 feet of a body of water. He also noted that the Town has:
•  P rovided  100,000  seed  oys ters  per  year  to  be  planted  in  Bellport  Bay. Many  more  continue  to  be  planted  in
Moriches  Bay and other waterways  throughout the Town
• Es tablished an eelgrass  planting program to enhance water quality and s trengthen the ecosys tem
• P romoted innovative denitrification sanitary sys tems and upgrading of sewer plants

Public Transportation Improvements
Supervisor Romaine called on the MTA  to extend LIRR elec trification on the north shore to P ort Jefferson, the South
Shore to P atchogue or Mas tic -Shirley and the main line to Yaphank. He also commented that the little used Yaphank
s tation be moved to Eas t Yaphank, near the William Floyd P arkway.

Illegal Student Housing
While  acknowledging  the  Town’s  c lose  relationship  with  Stony  Brook  Univers ity,  the  Supervisor  also  noted  the
proliferation of illegal  s tudent  hous ing that  plagues  the  nearby  community. He  encouraged the  Univers ity  to  build
more on-campus  dormitories  to address  the demand. He also mentioned the need for the school to help pay for fire
protec tion which is  provided by the Setauket and Stony Brook Fire Departments  without compensation.

War Against Drugs
While  the  heroin epidemic  grows  in Brookhaven and ac ross  the  nation, the  Supervisor has  called on every  level  of
government to help solve the problem. He noted that the Town is  working with the Suffolk C ounty P olice Department
to c lose down suspec ted drug houses  that plague our community.

In c los ing, Supervisor Romaine  praised  the  Town’s  elec ted  offic ials  for their “united  effort” and thanked the  Town
employees  for their hard work, calling them “the backbone of Town government.”
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