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Farmingville, NY  – Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  has  offered  his  recommendations  in  response  to  PSEG  Long  Is land’s
Reques t  for Information (RFI) for their potential  Renewables  Reques t  for P roposal  (RFP ). In  a  letter to  Don Daly,
P res ident and C hief Executive O fficer of PSEG Long Is land, the Supervisor noted that the Town of Brookhaven is  one
of the larges t townships  in the s tate and will likely hos t some of the larges t fueled and renewable elec tric  generation
in  the  region.  He  also  indicated  that  from  the  FIT  I I  program  to  ins talling  energy  effic ient  LED  technologies ,
Brookhaven  Town  has  a  very  ambitious ,  achievable  plan  to  reduce  the  amount  of  munic ipal  Green  House  Gas
emiss ions  50% by 2020.

In the letter, the Supervisor commented that the Town has  “a ves ted interes t to continue working with PSEG  Long
Is land to help ensure that Long Is land has  a robus t renewable energy portfolio. We are also mindful of the fac t that
c iting these new sys tems must take into account s trategic  local planning and land use procedures .”

The Supervisor’s  recommendations  for the RFI  inc lude:

Residential/Small Business Carve-Out
LIPA ,  via  PSEG  Long  Is land,  should  continue  to  offer  renewable  ins tallation  incentives  for  res idential,  small
bus inesses  and ins titutions  (hospitals  and schools ). Recent reports  have shown there is  growing concern among the
public  that  saturation  of  LIPA  subs tations  due  to  large-scale  renewable  energy  projec ts  may  adversely  impac t
smaller-scale  res idential  applications  and bus inesses  attempting to ins tall  renewable  energy  technologies  on their
properties , thus  impac ting the potential relief on their monthly elec tric  bills .

“We have a ves ted interes t to continue working with PSEG Long Is land to help ensure that Long Is land has  a robus t
renewable  energy  portfolio,” the  Supervisor s tated. “We  are  also  mindful  of the  fac t  that  c iting these  new sys tems
must take into account s trategic  local planning and land use procedures .”

Municipal Carve-Out
Es tablish a Megawatt block carve-out for Long Is land munic ipalities  that would provide the needed platform to ins tall
renewable energy, s imilar to the Town of Brookhaven’s  Dis tributed Renewable Energy P rojec t. This  would also allow
munic ipalities  to leverage their real es tate assets  for solar energy ins tallations . A ny munic ipal land lease and/or net
metered  agreement  between  a  munic ipality  and  a  renewable  energy  developer  will  provide  savings/new recurring
revenue to munic ipal budgets  and, in turn, relief to our respec tive taxpayers .

He  also  noted  that  this  would  “mitigate  compatible  land  use  challenges  being  experienced  by  private  sec tor
independent power producers  seeking to develop large-scale solar arrays . By working direc tly and partnering with its
cons tituent  munic ipalities , PSEG  Long  Is land/LIPA  and  renewable  energy  developers  would  s imultaneous ly  avoid
local land use and zoning conflic ts  and help to assure local support.”

Rooftop/Parking Space Consideration
The  Supervisor  urged  PSEG  Long  Is land  to  take  the  solar  U rban  Infill  concept  and  apply  it  to  Long  Is land. The
concept is  a technique that is  primarily used in c ity, not suburban settings . Since there is  very little open space and
farmland in urban areas , the  objec tive  is  to  utilize  exis ting rooftops  and parking areas  for solar arrays . Supervisor
Romaine  commented that  it  is  a  “sens ible  use  of resources ,” and dec laring that  “as  an opponent  of the  wholesale
removal of trees , I  have adopted a personal policy of not trading green for green.” He encouraged PSEG Long Is land
to cons ider solar development on rooftops  and parking areas  and minimize the use of scenic  areas  of open space and
farmland for solar ins tallations .

Finally,  Supervisor  Romaine  s tated  that  he  believes  his  recommendations  will  benefit  all  LIPA  res idential,
commerc ial,  indus trial  and  ins titutional  cus tomers  and  urged  his  colleagues  in  the  Suffolk  C ounty  Supervisors
A ssoc iation and the Suffolk C ounty V illage Mayors  A ssoc iation to support his  concepts .
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