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Farmingville, NY – Recently, Brookhaven Town c losed on 65  ac res  of
undeveloped land in Yaphank, donated by the owner, to be preserved
as  open space. The property, known as  the “Enchanted Fores t,” had
originally  been cons idered for a  res idential  subdivis ion until  it  was
inc luded in the P ine Barrens  C ore P reservation A rea expans ion that
took place several years  ago. I t is  a heavily wooded, wildlife habitat
that s traddles  the 0-2 , 2-5 , and 5-10  year groundwater contributing
area  to  the  C armans  River,  delivering  approximately  37  million
gallons  of pure water annually to the watershed.

Importantly, the  properties  are  adjacent  to  exis ting public ly-owned
open  space  in  the  form  of  the  115-acre  "C amp  O lympia"
assemblage and are in c lose proximity to the Silveri C orporate P ark
property, of which the  town purchased 100  ac res  for open space  in

O ctober 2014. A ll combined, approximately 280  contiguous  ac res  of open space have been permanently preserved
in the area.

“Since I  took office in 2012, the Town has  purchased hundreds  of ac res  of open space in the P ine Barrens  and the
C armans  River Watershed,” said Supervisor Ed Romaine. “I ts  c lose proximity to other lands  that have been acquired
by the town for open space will  help to maintain water quality  in this  environmentally  sens itive area. By purchas ing
property  for open space, we  reinforce  our commitment  to  preserving the  environment  for the  generations  that  will
follow us .”

C ounc ilwoman C onnie Kepert said, “Since I  took office in 2006, the Town has  been working with Suffolk C ounty and
the  owners  of this  piece  and adjacent pieces  to  preserve  and protec t this  important ecological  treasure  which lies
within the C armans  River contributing area.”

Six of the seven properties  (approx. 55  ac res) that make up the new purchase are s ituated in the C ore P reservation
A rea  of  the  C entral  P ine  Barrens  and  were  eligible  for  P ine  Barrens  C redits  pursuant  to  the  allocation  formula
provided  for in  the  C entral  P ine  Barrens  P lan. O nce  the  c redits  were  determined  and  removed, an easement  was
placed on the property and it was  gifted to the Town.
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