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Farmingville, NY – O n December 16, Supervisor Ed Romaine (right)
tes tified  at  a  New York  State  A ssembly  hearing  on  illegal  sand
mining and dumping, bringing to  the  forefront  the  threats  that  such
ac tions  pose to Long Is land’s  drinking water. Different from the res t
of the s tate, Long Is land is  completely dependent on its  sole source
aquifer for drinking water and the ecological and economic  viability of
the  region is  dependent on s trong protec tions  for this  irreplaceable
resource. A t the hearing, State offic ials  announced that they plan to
release proposed regulations  in February 2016, inc luding c radle-to-
grave tracking of cons truc tion and demolition debris  that will help to
s top illegal dumping.

In  his  tes timony,  Supervisor  Romaine  said  that  the  Town  of
Brookhaven worked with law enforcement agenc ies  and took concrete s teps  to amend the Town C ode in 2015 to allow
more  effec tive  enforcement  agains t  illegal  sand  mining. He  applauded  the  s tate’s  proposal  for s tric ter ac tion  and
commented that it “must take on the complex task of tracking, monitoring, and enforc ing s tatutes  that will s top illegal
sand mining and illegal dumping on Long Is land. The cos ts  of inac tion are extraordinary because water treatment and
c leanup of contaminants  can eas ily cos t billions  of dollars  in an area as  large as  Long Is land.”

The Supervisor also noted that the C ity  of New York  uses  aerial  patrols  and watershed police  to monitor ac tivities
near  their  reservoirs , and  that  they  “could  serve  as  a  model  for  a  Long  Is land  NYSDEC  unit  dedicated  to  the
protec tion of drinking water.”

He also made the following nine recommendations  that will s trengthen the protec tion of the aquifer.

1 . Upgrade misdemeanor illegal dumping charges  to felonies .
2 . Upgrade illegal sand mining charges  to felonies .
3 . Improve legal definitions  of sand mining and illegal dumping to make prosecutions  eas ier.
4 . Require manifes t logs  for all materials  being transported on or off individual s ites .
5 . Subs tantially inc rease the number of enforcement personnel.
6 . C reate  a  dedicated  drinking  water  protec tion  unit  to  focus  on  illegal  dumping, illegal  sand  mining, and  other
ac tivities  that threaten drinking water supplies .
7 . Improve  information  sharing  and  coordination  between  local  government  and  enforcement  agenc ies  to  curtail
illegal sand mining and dumping.
8 . Inc rease monitoring of exis ting legal  sand mines  to ensure  drinking water is  protec ted and that sand mines  are
fully covered with suitable topsoil and revegetated.
9 . Use Natural Resource Damage C laims  to force the rec lamation and res toration of illegal sand mines .

In making the recommendations , Supervisor Romaine said, “I  feel s trongly that the protec tion of our water quality is
of paramount  importance  for  current  and  future  Brookhaven  res idents  and  as  Town  Supervisor  I  look  forward  to
working with our partners  at the s tate to make the penalties  for illegal dumping and sand mining a s trong deterrent to
these ac tivities .” He commented further, “We must make certain that all of the progress  made to protec t our drinking
water and surface  waters  through the  expenditure  of millions  of dollars  to  purchase  open space  and to build s torm
water abatement projec ts  is  not undone by allowing c riminals  to contaminate our water supply by the of dumping toxic
was te. We must also ensure that the sand, which is  the only natural filter for our drinking water, remains  in-place.”
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