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Farmingville, NY – Supervisor Ed  Romaine  has  announced  that  the  New York  State  Department  of Environmental
P rotec tion  (NYSDEC ) has  awarded  the  Town  of Brookhaven  a  Southern  P ine  Beetle  C ommunity  Recovery  Grant
totaling $63,869. The grant will ass is t the Town with its  suppress ion of the Southern P ine Beetle and for the removal
of dead and infes ted trees . The  completion of these  projec ts  will  address  safety  concerns  related to an inc reas ing
number of dead trees  while  contributing to DEC 's  suppress ion efforts  to help protec t the C entral P ine Barrens . The
Southern P ine Beetle  C ommunity  Recovery  Grants  are part of New York's  ongoing initiatives  to address  the beetle
and provide funding direc tly to impac ted communities . The objec tives  and goals  of the awarded projec ts  coinc ide with
DEC 's  ongoing ac tive management to s low the spread of the beetle.

Supervisor Romaine said, “The Southern P ine Beetle has  devas tated large areas  of wooded land in Brookhaven Town,
espec ially  in the P ine Barrens . I f we don’t get ahead of this  problem now, thousands  of ac res  could be los t, having
disas trous  consequences  on the local  environment and wildlife. I  thank the DEC  for providing this  grant so we can
move ahead quicker with the fight to save our trees .”

P ic tured are Supervisor Ed Romaine, C ounc ilman Dan P anico, C ounc ilman Neil Foley and the Town of Brookhaven’s
C hief Environmental  A nalys t  A nthony  Graves  inspec ting Southern P ine  Beetle  damage near C anaan Lake  in North
Patchogue in 2015.
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