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Farmingville, NY – Supervisor  Ed  Romaine  and  the  Brookhaven  Town C ounc il  recently  sent  a  letter  to  New York
Governor  A ndrew C uomo  urging  him  “to  do  all  in  your  power,  inc luding  litigation”  to  force  the  United  States
Environmental  P rotec tion  A gency  (EPA )  to  reverse  their  approval  of  the  Long  Is land  Sound  Dredge  Material
Management P lan (DMMP ). The controvers ial plan allows  52.9  million cubic  yards  of dredged spoils  to be dumped in
the open waters  of the Long Is land Sound over the next 20  years . A ccording to the letter, the volume of material is
“enough to fill a line of dump trucks  10,000  miles  long.” The dredge spoils  in ques tion would originate from rivers  and
harbors  along the C onnec ticut coas tline. View the letter now .

Supervisor Romaine and the  Town Board have cons is tently  opposed the  federal  government’s  plan to dump dredge
spoils  into the Long Is land Sound from federal dredging projec ts . The Board s tated in their letter that the dec is ion to
dispose of the spoils  in the Long Is land Sound was  based on the economics  of “prac tical alternatives .” This  resulted
in  the  determination  that  dumping  in  nearby  waters , ins tead  of further  out  to  sea, was  the  cheapes t  method  of
disposal  without  full  cons ideration  of the  environment. A s  a  result, the  letter  s trongly  s tated  that  the  plan  is  an
“abjec t failure.”

In January of this  year, Supervisor Romaine and the Town C ounc il sent a letter to New York State Secretary of State,
C esar  A . P erales , in  support  of his  pos ition  to  require  revis ions  to  the  U .S. A rmy  C orps  of Engineers ’ (USA C E )
DMMP . The  letter contended  that  great  s trides  have  been made  towards  improving  the  water quality  of the  Long
Is land Sound and that this  new plan could “undo” the progress  that has  been made. The Supervisor and Town C ounc il
wrote  that  they  unders tand  “the  need  for  dredging  to  maintain  the  economic  viability  of  waterways  along  the
C onnec ticut coas tline,” but that the plan “falls  far short” of meeting the goals  es tablished in 2005.

In A ugus t, Supervisor Romaine and C ounc ilwoman Jane Bonner were joined by Senator Ken LaV alle, A ssemblyman
Steve Englebright and others  to warn about the potentially contaminated spoils  that could be a threat to the sens itive
ecology  of the  Sound. A t  the  time, the  Supervisor  addressed  the  US  A rmy  C orps  of Engineers  failure  to  notify
government offic ials  of a scheduled public  hearing to review its  DMMP  and Draft P rogrammatic  Environmental Impac t
Statement  (P EIS) for the  Long  Is land  Sound. He  c ritic ized  the  federal  agenc ies  for releas ing  a  long  and  detailed
report to the public  only seven days  before the hearing, leaving little time for review.

In  February  of 2005  in  a  joint  letter  to  the  USA C E, the  Governors  of New York  and  C onnec ticut  reques ted  the
c reation of the DMMP . The need for a DMMP  also was  identified by the US Environmental P rotec tion A gency’s  (EPA )
June  2005  Rule  that  des ignated  two  of the  Sound’s  his toric  open-water  placement  s ites  for  continued  use, the
C entral  Long Is land Sound s ite  and the  Western Long Is land Sound s ite. The  EPA ’s  rule  required preparation of a
DMMP  to examine alternative placement prac tices , with the goal of reduc ing or eliminating open-water placement of
dredged material in the waters  of Long Is land Sound wherever prac ticable.

The  US  A C E  is  respons ible  for maintaining 52  Federal  Navigation P rojec ts  (FNP s) in  the  Long Is land Sound and
adjacent waters  that inc lude general navigation features  requiring periodic  maintenance dredging. These inc lude 31
projec ts  in C onnec ticut, 17  in New York and four in Rhode Is land.
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